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Kiwanis Club of Glendale 
meets Fridays at    

12 noon 
 at The Elks Lodge 

120 E. Colorado  
Glendale CA 91205 

January 20, 2023 

to This Land is Your Land fol-
lowed by Laura Duncan asking 
us to put hands to hearts for the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Dave 
Greenbaum told “six tiny sto-
ries” to wish us all love, good 

health, and friendship. Oh what a beautiful 
day! 
 
President Lisa Brooks once again thanked 
the team that worked behind the scenes 
making the magic of the meetings hap-
pen: Irma Villegas, Bob Praun, John 
Saunders, and yours truly, 
Cindy Cleary. Nzdhe Avag-
Petrosyan, our Sergeant-in-
Arms and exercise guru, got us 
on our feet for the weekly 
stretch. Have to say it feels 
good to have an excuse to loos-
en up those joints.  
 
Guest introductions began with Karen 
Swan introducing Anita Arjoyan who would 
later accept a check on behalf of GUSD. 
President Lisa Brooks introduced soon-to-
be member and first gentleman Joseph     
Rodriguez and our speaker Andre            
Manukyan. Irma Villegas introduced 
Helmut Garcia as a potential new member.  
 
Susie Dell filled in for Cathy Keen to pre-
sent the Goodwill Report. Sadly, Cathy’s 
youngest sister has been enduring treatments 

January 27, 2023 
Speaker: Shant Sahakian 

Armenian American Museum 

As  we were greeted 
with open arms 

by Robin Goldsworthy, 
Mary Broerman, Dawn 
Jakubecy and Rene  
Karpedian, and checked 
in by Claudia Sysock,    
Rebecca Kupperman’s                  

show tunes wafted 
through the hall. Listening 

to Oh What a Beautiful Morning and A Few 
of My Favorite Things it struck me how 
much those tunes capture the essence of 
our Friday meetings. Fridays are always a 
“beautiful morning” when we anticipate 
our meeting and look forward to “our fa-
vorite things” of coming together to catch
-up with new and old friends and be in-
spired to do what we do best: help the 
kids. On these Fridays, as all the planning 
for the meeting falls into place, 
“everything’s going our way.” 
 
President Lisa 
Brooks rang the bell 
and Savi Labensart 
raised the baton 
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February 3, 2023 
Speaker: Ron Baker 

Craft Talk 

January 20, 2023 
Speaker: Jimmy Angel 
Musician/Rock N’ Roll 

Cindy Cleary 
Reporter 

Serving the Children of  the World 
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Pictures by Bob Praun 

for myeloma and is now in hospice care. Cathy is in 
Texas to be with her sister as she faces these difficult 
days. We all will keep Cathy and her family in our hearts 
and prayers. John Saunders is taking care of his grand-
kids while the eldest child is in the hospital with juvenile 
diabetes. Richard Sonheim is still in the hospital with a 
spinal infection. Marko Swan is dealing with the impact 
of the rain in Ventura. We send love to our fellow Ki-
wanians facing these many challenges.  
 
T.J. Denton was no where to be found so Nzdhe 
Avag-Petrosyan saved the day with a joke from his 
eight-year-old cousin. It was short and sweet. Why did 
the chicken cross the road…? Nzdhe’s cousin may 
have a future in comedy!  

 
Our special presentation 
was truly special 
as President Lisa 
Brooks introduced   
Joseph Rodriguez and 
first gentleman to be 
inducted. Joseph grew 
up in the Bronx where 

he worked as a photographer. A highlight of that career 
was processing photographs of the first moon landing. 
Wow! Fortunately for Lisa and Kiwanis Joseph moved 
to California where he now owns a plumbing business. 
One of his passions is bicycle safety, a cause dear to his 
heart after losing his twelve-year-old son to a biking ac-
cident. Welcome Joseph to the greatest club in the 
world!  

 
Highlights of Kiwanis Moments fea-
tured Bowling and Beers and the Cer-
ritos K-Kids Exploration Talks 
where Irma Villegas nervously antic-
ipated presenting to fifth and sixth 
graders. In the end they were very 
excited about K-Kids. Way to go  
Irma. Several of our members are 

being honored by local organizations for their service to 
the community: Carl Povilaitis by the Verdugo Hills 
Council and Albert Hernandez by the League of 
Women Voters. K-Biz is coming up on January 28, the 
Cal-Nev-Ha mid-year conference will be held in beauti-
ful downtown Burbank on March 18, and the get-away 
weekend is a 3-day cruise to Ensenada on June 9.  
 
Glendale Unified School District and Glendale Commu-

nity College were 
recipients of Ki-
wanis Give Back. 
Karen Swan pre-
sented a 500 check 
to Anita Arjoyan, 
a GUSD Teacher 
Specialist, in support of their Scholastic Bowl. Karen 
proudly noted that Anita was a former student of hers. 
Our speaker Andre Manukyan accepted a $3,000 check 
for GCC’s Cares Program and the Veterans Emergency 
Fund.  
 
Speaking of giving back, Joseph    
Rodriguez won the $50 raffle and 
immediately returned the cash to our 
president. That was a nice kick-off to 
voluntary fines. Albert Hernandez 
offered a fine for his League of Wom-
en Voter’s recognition. Randy Wolff 
from the Elks Lodge did so because 
“it’s Friday.” Irma Villegas was excited to hear 
from Bruce Hinckley that it was National Rubber 
Duck Day. Laura Duncan exclaimed that she was old 
enough to collect Social Security but not yet eligible for 
Medicare. Susie Dell reminded everyone that she was 
once a blonde. Could have been the reason that Dave 
Greenbaum didn’t recognize her as a brunette!  
 
Finally, our speaker was Andre Manukyan, Manager of 
the Cares program at GCC. Cares provides a compre-
hensive strategy for meeting the basic needs of students 
addressing food, housing and trans-
portation insecurities through ten in-
dividualized programs. The program 
is funded through grants, state and 
city funding, and private donations. 
The needs that necessitate this type of 
program are revealing. Over a one-
year period 37% of GCC students 
faced food insecurity, 53% faced 
housing insecurity, 14% were homeless, and 20% did 
not have transportation to school. Congratulations to 
Andre who built the program from the bottom up.  
 
Hail Kiwanis! 
 



                                                   Glendale KiwaniNews                               Page 3 

KIWANIS KALENDAR 
 

January 25, 2023—K-Biz 
 

March 18, 2023—Mid Year South 
Education Conference 

 
April 29, 2023 

Kiwanis Incredible Duck Splash 
 

June 9—12, 2023— 
Glendale Kiwanis Getaway 

Weekend 

Sponsors are randomly selected by the Publisher each week from the Kiwanis membership. If all five posted 
sponsors are present at the meeting on the date of the newsletter, the President pays a $20 fine. If no posted sponsors 
attend the meeting, each member in attendance pays a $1 fine (members only, no guests). The collected funds go into 
our Foundation account which is used for philanthropic purposes.  
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                 Advertising and Messages 

OBJECTIVES OF KIWANIS 

 To give primacy to the human and spiritual rather than to the material values of life. 

 To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in all human relationships. 

 To promote the adoption and the application of higher social, business, and professional standards. 

 To develop, by precept and example, a more intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship.  

 To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical means to form enduring friendships, to render altruistic service, and to build better communities. 

 To cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound public opinion and high idealism which make possible the increase                                                                      
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