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February  3, 2023 

Cathy Keen. Among those needing prayers 
and good thoughts were Jeri Benton 
Clark’s husband Robert who had surgery 
on his eyelids last Friday, Jan. 20 to repair 
damage caused by the radiation treatment 
for skin cancer; Sonny Sardo underwent 

his fourth round of chemo for pancreatic cancer; 
and Cathy’s sister Ronni, 61, died earlier in the 
week from cancer. Cathy thanked everyone who 
helped during this time. Some happy news: Jose 
& Monica Sierra greeted the arrival of their first 
grandchild. 

   Saving some dough. Stephen Ropfogel gave 
us all a reprieve from paying penalties just 
by showing up. Way to go, Stephen!  
  
   Joke of the day was presented by the Joke-
master General Dave Greenbaum. His 
joke – Baseball in Heaven – met with a 

surprisingly positive response from the assem-
bled and answered the question, courtesy of 
“Sal” and “Abe,” as to whether or not there is 
baseball in heaven. 

   Kiwanis moments included a fun photo of 
the K-Biz meeting held on Jan. 25 (sans 
Trevor Marca), the April 22 Gala for As-
cencia titled “We Rise Together,” and the 
mid year CNH Kiwanis Mid Year South 
Education Conference on March 18 in 
Burbank, and the March 4 Glendale Kiwa-
nis fundraising bingo; sponsors, players 

needed. It will be held at the Elks Lodge at 6 
p.m. 
   All Hands on Duck for the duck race coming 
up on April 29. A lot of work – tagging, etc. – is 
done leading up to the big event. 
   Glendale Kiwanis Getaway Weekend is from 

 
February 17, 2023 

Program: "Not So Newlywed 
Game" 

K iwanis member 
Shant Sahakian 

was scheduled to make 
a presentation on the 
progress of the new 
Armenian American 
Museum currently being 
built right across the street 
from the Elks Lodge! This 
museum will change the 
landscape of Glendale and 
the audience was eager to 

hear everything he had to say. 
   But first, the meeting opened with a 
greeting by President Lisa Brooks fol-
lowed by the song “God Bless America” 
guided by Savi Labensart and perfectly 
played by Rebecca Kupperman. 
   Immediate Past President Mike Swan 
led the pledge followed by an inspiring mes-
sage by Nancy Niebrugge. 
   Thank you, thank you. President Lisa 
thanked: door greeters Amy Taylor, 
Mark Mac Carley, Dianna Janow, 
Mike and Karen Swan; stepping in for 
MIA  Patricia Larrigan was able-
bodied Claudia Sysock, who lent a 
hand to Patricia Magoffin; working the 
check-in table was Irma Villegas and 
Pam Spiszman. 
   The (oh so lovely) reporter of the day was 
moi and making this look good was publisher 
John Saunders. 
   Tess Baradas handled guest introductions; 
after which the members serenaded guests to 
the “Hello Song.” 
   The goodwill report was presented by 
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Changing Landscape of Glendale 

February 3, 2023 
Speaker: Ron Baker 
 Program: Craft Talk 

 
February 10, 2023 

Program: Builders Club 

Robin 
Goldsworthy 

Reporter 

Serving the Children of  the World 
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Pictures by Bob Praun 

June 9 - June 12 and promises to be a weekend of fun fellow-
ship and food aboard Royal Caribbean – 
Navigator of the Seas. Boat leaves from San 
Pedro at 4 p.m. 
   Winner, winner! Laurel Patric was the big 
50/50 winner filling her wallet with $100. 
   So fine! Friday was National Chocolate Cake 
Day and President Lisa was ready! She 
brought mini chocolate cupcakes for every-
one who paid a fine. First up was Al Nunez 
who paid a fine in celebration for the arrival 

of his first grandchild due 
next month; Stephen Ropfogel paid a fine 
in honor of a “big” birthday; Cathy Keen 
paid a fine to honor her Kiwanis family;  
Rebecca Kupperman earned a cupcake for 
paying a fine in celebration of the second 
birthday of puppy Reagan; George       
Chernich dug deep to pay a fine for return-
ing to the meeting and sharing the pride in 
his daughters’ employment journeys; Amy  
Taylor paid a thank you fine honoring those 
attending the upcoming Scout dinner (side 
note – Amy is the newly christened Kiwanis 
scholarship chair); President Lisa paid a 
fine in acknowledgement of the great people 
in the club and for her beloved Joseph and 
how happy he makes her. 
   Guest speaker (and Kiwanis member) Shant 
Sahakian then spoke about the develop-
ment of the Armenian American Museum. 
His presentation started with a video of the 
progress of the museum on the land just 
across from the Elks Lodge. Included was 
the concept of the finished building. The 
motto for the project is “Building   Togeth-

er, Building A Legacy.” 
   The vision of the museum committee is to promote under-
standing and appreciation of America’s ethnic and cultural 
diversity by sharing the Armenian American experience.  
   Shant shared that the vision began back in 2012. After 
much consideration, the site was decided upon. In June 2019, 
the Glendale City Council voted to approve moving forward 
with the project. 
   A contest was held for international architects to design the 
museum. A local architect was chosen who incorporated the 
fragmented Armenian population and the mountainous ter-
rain in Armenia. The use of angel hair steel will provide the 
attractive exterior of the museum. 
   The museum will boast many interactive spaces including: 
an auditorium to host performances, lectures, etc.; a demon-
stration kitchen for teaching culture and history through food 
that won’t be limited to just Armenian culture ­– the goal is 
to make the demonstration kitchen as diverse as possible; the 

learning center that will promote life-long learning; the gift 
shop will be the “marketplace of culture;” the administration 
center will be for support staff; and an Armenian alphabet 
wall. Exhibition space will be on the second floor and it will 
celebrate the history, culture and identity of the Armenian 
American community. It will always be on display. Space will 
also be dedicated for temporary exhibitions to feature di-
verse subjects, cultures and experiences to attract a wide au-
dience. The archives center will be a “repository of heritage” 
by preserving and conserving artifacts. 
   The new Central Park will be built in conjunction with the 
building of the second phase of museum. The second phase 
of the museum – the Elevate Year – will be the building of 
the second and third stories that will house these many as-
pects of the museum. The first phase was completed in No-
vember and a celebration was held upon its completion. 
   The grand opening to the public is expected in summer 
2025. 

   Questions from the audience included the future of nearby 
buildings that the city owns and the artifacts that will be on 
display; expected security measures; financing; total costs 
(estimate is $55 million) among others. 
   After the informative and full presen-
tation the meeting ended at 1:30 with 
the goodbye song and the ringing of the 
bell by President Lisa. 
   Next week Ron Baker will dazzle all 
with his craft talk. 
 
   Hail, Kiwanis! 
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KIWANIS KALENDAR 
 

March 18, 2023—Mid Year South 
Education Conference 

 
April 29, 2023 

Kiwanis Incredible Duck Splash 
 

June 9—12, 2023— 
Glendale Kiwanis Getaway 

Weekend 

Sponsors are randomly selected by the Publisher each week from the Kiwanis membership. If all five posted 
sponsors are present at the meeting on the date of the newsletter, the President pays a $20 fine. If no posted sponsors 
attend the meeting, each member in attendance pays a $1 fine (members only, no guests). The collected funds go into 
our Foundation account which is used for philanthropic purposes.  
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Anniversary 
Mary Broerman  & 
      John Yeghiaian    19  
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Alan Nunez              7 
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                 Advertising and Messages 

OBJECTIVES OF KIWANIS 

 To give primacy to the human and spiritual rather than to the material values of life. 

 To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in all human relationships. 

 To promote the adoption and the application of higher social, business, and professional standards. 

 To develop, by precept and example, a more intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship.  

 To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical means to form enduring friendships, to render altruistic service, and to build better communities. 

 To cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound public opinion and high idealism which make possible the increase                                                                      
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