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Liea Brooks Viernes, el Cinco de Mayo — Que Feliz!
President . . .
Irma Villegas, President-Elect (|»:(aet;].¥ le’! We walked into a  make these ninety minutes of our day happen.

room full of vibrant
colors with Mexican cook-
ies on the tables and deli-
cious fajitas, tortillas, and
frijoles in the buffet line.

Jump-starting our afternoon and interrupting
my fajitas with stretches was “always fit, always
happy, always ready” exercise guru Nzhde Avag
-Petrosyan. Following the stretches, new mem-
ber Olesia Wojcieszyn had every intention of
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Meetings

May 12, 2023
Program: Scholarships 2023

May 19, 2023
Program: New Develop-
ments at AHG
Speaker: Louise Skosey, VP

Looking most vibrant of all
was our president-elect designee
and today’s master of ceremo-
nies, Irma Villegas. Irma was
wearing an authentic South of

i the Border dress of bright red

with large floral decorations.
Maravilloso! Pinch hitting for
Claudia Sysock at the check-in
table was Rene Karapedian
who happily took my money. It
was fun to see (and hear) Ann
Louise Escarrega on the piano
entertaining us while we did the

- meet—and—greet session.

The meeting was called to or-
der at 12:15 with a gong from
Irma and an invitation to join
Savi Labensart and Ann
Louise in the patriotic song, My
Country Tis of Thee. Our bi-coastal
Past President Mercy
Velazquez was on the West
Coast this week, and we enjoyed

May 26, 2023
* Dark *
Memorial Day Weekend

her inspiration about making the
most of our 1,440 minutes in
every day. Always fun to see our

% | Cuban friend Mercy. She makes

us laugh in any language. Irma
thanked today’s greeters and the

whole team of Kiwanians who

doing guest intros, but there were no guests in
the room. Oh, what the heck! We sang our Hello
song anyway. Ann Louise came to play, didn’t
sher

And sombreros off to our joke-
telling friend Dave Greenbaum!
This one was a really funny joke
about a blonde at a Super Bowl
game.

I had some Goodwill updates

doing great after not one, but two,
carpal tunnel surgeries; Rebecca
Kupperman had successtul knee
surgery and would love a visitor; ‘
Jose Sierra’s hip replacement went |
well, and Paulette Ramsay Wood L=
saw Sonny Sardo at dinner last night and report-
ed he is looking good and feeling good. Sonny is
going through chemo treatments for pancreatic
cancer. Cindy Cleary’s husband Will had a sec-
ond surgery this week addressing esophageal can-
cer, and Randy Slaughter’s wife Suzonne is
hospitalized in Round Rock, Texas, with an in-
testinal blockage and high BP. She moved out of
ICU to a regular room yesterday, so that is a
good sign. And it was great to sce Heather
Ghermezian at the meeting today after not be-
ing here for a number of weeks.

We saw the results of our months of planning
for the duck race last week. As of today’s num-
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bers, 21,009 ducks were adopted. The winning Kiwanis team
for duck sales was Runaway Ducks. The big $10,000 prize for
coming in first out of all of those ducks went to Dr. Shoup in
Indiana, the ticket being sold by Mike Swan. Dr. Shoup is a
dentist who does pro bono work in Kenya for children need-
ing dental care. His plan is to direct the winnings to this pro-
ject, so it’s a win/win! The 2023 Kiwanis Incredible Duck
Splash was a fabulous event and thank you to everyone who
worked on it. The needy in our community will reap the re-
wards of your gifts of time and money.

Mark McCarley
and Carl Povilaitis,
captains of the Duck
Busters, the second
place Kiwanis team,
had a hilarious skit
announcing the win-
ners of their team’s
internal competition. Winning the over-
night in jail was Page Whyte, who is cut-
rently searching for a bail bondsman. Run-
ner-up Ian Spiszman received a pair of
handcuffs.

Heather Ghermezian won a whopping
- $150 in the 50/50 drawing. I'm sure she is
* glad she came today. We celebrated May
birthdays and anniversaries, lots of them!
Congrats to all.
| Karen Swan (Youth Services) presented
3l 2 check for $1000 to Amy Navarrete to-
Wl day for Ballet Folklorico Mexico Azteca.

8 These adorable dancers have been enter-
] taining us at the Duck Race for years. See
> them on June 10 performing at Disney-
land.

We were treated to a wonderful video
presentation about the Alma House pro-
ject that our new members recently com-
pleted for the Campbell Center. Many
unselfish people donated time, labor, and
money to make this garden project come
to fruition. Craft Beer and Bowling Team
would like a few more participants. Contact John Juarez if
you would like to bowl with friends on Tuesday nights. Amy
Taylor announced the Boy Scout Breakfast on May 17t hon-
oring Hagle Scout Bruce Hinckley. Ron Baker promoted
the Holy Family Church Summer Break Celebration on June
10, Our own Robert Bringas will be honored that evening,
and we will meet their new pastor (and soon-to-be Kiwani-
an), Father Garcia.

Irma raced through fine time as it was almost time for the
program. A couple of members who missed the duck race
apologized for their absences. Ingrid May and Nzhde Avag
-Petrosyan were both absent that day. Not sure what

/»_‘
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Pictures by Bob Praun

Ingrid’s reason was, but we forgave Nzhde
for choosing his bachelor party over a duck
race. I get it. Elk Randy Wolff generously
contributed as he often does and Sherrett
Hatper, also an Elk, had $20 for not putting
any ducks in the race. Ron Baker made a
donation earlier in the meeting when he pro-
moted the Holy Family June event. Jack
Bilheimer had some congratulatory money for the second-
place duck team, the Duck Busters. Vartan Ghermezian
donated a §150 bottle of tequila to be auctioned off. At last
count, he had bid $140 to buy it back from himself. So much
for Heather’s 50/50 winnings. You just can’t make this
stuff up. Honest Hilda Morovati could not tell a lie and
admitted that she had won $100 at the Emblem bingo night,
so she contributed a portion of her winnings. Mercy
Velazquez wrote a novel from her desk in Florida (can’t
walit to read it!) and is celebrating 47 years of wedded bliss to
Mike this month. Amy Taylor had a $100 thank-you for
everyone who has helped her through her first chairmanship
of the scholarship program. So, although it was a quick fine
loop, it was qu1te lucrative.
, Irma then introduced our program for
the day, Amy Navarrete and Ballet
Ny ¥ Folklorico Mexico Azteca. Amy and her
1 lovely daughter Ariel were dressed in
Folklorico costumes with full and colos-
ful skirts made by Amy’s 80-year-old
sister. We learned about Mexican culture
and traditions, most of which I had not
heard before. For example I did not

| flowing and that only people who love
£ you can braid your hair. We studied the
map of Mexico and learned where Afri-
cans and Chinese immigrated and set-
tled. Her lecture took us further into Central America and
Guatemala. The highlight, of course, was watching Amy and
Ariel dance. We even had a surprise little five-year-old visitor
named Maya who joined them in the performance. It was
such a fun and happy program, and the troops even stuck
around to ask questions and take pictures.

Next week will be our annual scholarship program, where
we will meet the incredible students who we will be awarding
thousands of dollars in scholarships. I hope to see you there

—it’s always an inspiring day! Adios, and

Huail Kiwanis!
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KIWANIS KALENDAR
June 9—12, 2023—Glendale Kiwanis Getaway Weekend
June 21-24, 2023—KI Convention, Minneapolis, Register at kiwanis.org/convention by May 15
August 10-12, 2023—CNH District Convention, Nugget Casino, Reno/Sparks, Nevada

AmKiwanis

Sponsors are randomly selected by the Publisher each week from the Kiwanis membership. If all five posted
sponsors are present at the meeting on the date of the newsletter, the President pays a $20 fine. If no posted sponsors
attend the meeting, each member in attendance pays a $1 fine (members only, no guests). The collected funds go into
our Foundation account which is used for philanthropic purposes.
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KiwaniNews toall! g
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The KiwaniNews team is - ] hone 818:507.8579
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and the Editing Team will

take it from there.
1209 N. Central Avenue

Suite 200 T~
Contact Albert Hernandez or  Glendale, CA 91202 @
Cathy Keen for more details! ExpressPros.com

KIWANIANS ~
KUDOS FOR ALL THE HARD WORK
AND DEDICATION YOU PUT IN THE
DUCK RACE. THE DUCK SPLASH
6300 Forest Lawn Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90068 FD 904 - WAS A BIG SuccEss BECAUSE OF

Cell: 818-220-6486 - Fax: 323-769-7463 ALL OF YOU|
mmarconi@forestlawn.com

CA Insurance License 0E47801: CA Insurance 0D08477
1-800-204-3131- Se habla Espariol

Forest Lawne

MEMORIAL-PARKS & MORTUARIES

Mirta Marconi-Rothacher
Advance Planning

~ Pamela & lan Spiszman

| Happy
Birthda (MELBY 8 ANDERSON LLP)
y, L A w Y E R s
Sweetheart!
% - Mk PATRICK A. LIDDELL
) ATTORNEY AT LAW

550 N. BRAND BLVD., FLOOR 14,
GLENDALE, CA 91203-1952
PHONE 818-246-5644 x 115,
FAX 818-246-5780
WWW.MELBYANDERSON.COM

OBJECTIVES OF KIWANIS
®  To give primacy to the human and spiritual rather than to the material values of life.
®  To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in all human relationships.
®  To promote the adoption and the application of higher social, business, and professional standards.
®  To develop, by precept and example, a more intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship.
®  To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical means to form enduring friendships, to render altruistic service, and to build better communities.

®  To cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound public opinion and high idealism which make possible the increase
of righteousness, justice, patriotism and good will.







Title Sponsor - $10,000

(2) Tables of 8 for the Community Breakfast

Event Signage

Choice of Inside Front Page or Back Cover of program Tribute
Recognition at the Community Breakfast

Company profile in ECHO newsletter for (1) month

Company logo and website link on the VHC website and Facebook page for (1) month
Opportunity to address attendees

Gold Sponsor - $5,000

Table of 8 for the Community Breakfast
Event Signage

Full page program tribute

Recognition at the Community Breakfast

Company logo and website link on the VHC website and Facebook page for (2) weeks

Silver Sponsor - $2,500

Table of 8 for the Community Breakfast
Event Signage
Half page program tribute

Company logo and website link on the VHC website and Facebook page for (1) week

Bronze Sponsor - $1,000

4 event tickets for the Community Breakfast
Event Signage
Quarter page program tribute

Company logo and website link on the VHC website and Facebook page for (1) week

Tribute Journal Sponsor - $500

Full page program tribute




DOING GOOD

Glendale Sunrise Rotary’s
The Field of Honor

This is a community-wide event that
celebrates patriotism and honors those who
have made an impact on our lives.

1,000 American flags will fly at Forest Lawn
Glendale from May 23 to May 29, 2023. A
community memorial ceremony will be held
on Monday, May 29, 2023 at 11:00 a.m.
Flags can be purchased to honor those who

have impacted our lives. Those honorees
will be listed on the individual flags.

Glcndaie Sunnse
Rotary 4
Unity.Pergold Proj ect




A Message from Glendale Sunrise Rotary Club President-Sharon Townsend

Glendale Sunrise Rotary Club is proud to bring to the Glendale Community our 2023 "Field of Honor" experience. We hope you
have enjoyed our dazzling display of patriotism for the past five years. 1000 US flags flying at the beautiful entrance of Forest
Lawn is an impressive sight. We hope it will be a beautiful reminder to some, and a great appreciation to all who attend, of what
an amazing country we call home. And, what a wonderful legacy our ancestors have left for us to continue to make even greater.
As the current president of Glendale Sunrise Rotary, I encourage you to become a partner in one of Glendale's most extraordinary
events to date.

The Field of Honor was started seven years ago under the guidance of Rotary President Tom Probst (retired Glendale Fire Battalion
Chief) as an effort to celebrate and respect the lives of our Veterans. We are so thrilled to be able to partner with Forest Lawn
Glendale.

The community needs this. We need this, and we know you do too. We are confident we have partnered with a compassionate
company who are trailblazers in outreach and engagement in communities they serve. Thank you, Forest Lawn Glendale.

We hope you will join us by sponsoring a flag, by attending the May 29 program, and more importantly, recognizing someone you
care about with a flag. Additionally, funds from this event will support the community programs that Rotary so passionately
sponsors, including those for Veterans.

Without your participation, none of this would be possible. Your grateful community thanks you.

FLAG ORDERFORM

You may honor anyone you wish:
Fl.ags. e sso ea‘:h' vavw.glendalefieldofhonor.org a veteran, a family member who has had a
{contributions are tax deductible) considerable influence on our life, a loved one, a
One honoree per flag. teacher, or friend.
Name, Email
Phone Address City Zip
Select method of payment ] Check [ Credit Card: DISCOVER, MASTERCARD, VISA, AMX
Credit Card Number Expiration: Security: Zip code:

Mail this form andyour check or credit card information
to:

 Glendale Sunrise Rotary Foundati
G S Stary et SPONSORSHIPS
1933 Foothill Dr,
Glendale, Ca 91201 AVAILABLE:

Your gift for Mag sponsorship shoukd be payabie 10
Glendale Swnr ise Rotary Feundation a $01 ¢ (3) orgenizotion $10,000 Let Freedom Ring
and is tax deductidie a3 @ chavitobie gift.

$5000 Old Glory
Name of Friend of the Flag Affliate - $2500 Stars and Stripes
Giendale Kimanis $1000 Red
$500 White
FLAG HONOREE(S) $250 Blue

# Ordered

Please clearly print your message(s) or Honor and/or Gratitude here (one honoree per flag)

Flag 1:

Flag 2:

Flagx

Q | would like my flag(s) after the events ends on May 29, 2023. Pick uptime: 10am to noon on May 29
ontact Stephen Ropéogel — (818) 482-1445, Findologist@earthlink.net or Sharon Townsend shar townsend @gmail. com



