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Lisa was escorted to her seat by Past Presidents 
Harry Hull and Laurel Patric. 

         

Quiet on the set everyone! Let the fun begin, and 
fun it was. The Past Presidents Players joyfully 
presented Lisa Land! produced by Mike Swan, 
directed by Mike Sholer, and narrated by Susie 
Dell who kept the wild ride on track. Monica 

Sierra did a wonderful job as 
Lisa Brooks, jumping from the 
present in a Burbank Sound Stu-
dio under the direction of the 
Glendale College President, aka 
Mike Sholer, and the Video Stu-
dio Director, to the past as Lisa 
jumps from country to country 

on her way to Glendale.   
 
Young Lisa’s serendipitous 
journey begins when her fam-
ily immigrates to Australia. 
Lisa comes with thirty 
stuffed animals that give her 
comfort in the transition. 
With her love of animals in 
mind, the family’s first Aus-
tralian adventure is to the 
local zoo where zookeeper Mike Swan offers 

September 29, 2023 
* Dark * 

C amera, lights, action! 
Get ready everyone. 

It’s time for the Past Presi-
dents Players to go some-
where over the rainbow to 
lovely Lisa Land! But yes, 
certain protocols for our 
Friday meetings had to hap-
pen before the festivities 
could begin. Almost Past-
President Lisa Brooks 
began the meeting by say-
ing she was the “elephant 
in the room.” What I think 
she meant was she was the 
koala in the room but we’ll 
get to that later. Lisa gra-
ciously thanked her first 
gentleman Joseph         
Rodriguez and everyone 

who worked hand-in-hand 
with her to make her term a 
success. This was followed by 
Jose Sierra leading us in 
America the Beautiful and Rick 
Barnes in the Pledge. 
Nzhde Avag-Petrosyan 
offered a touching inspiration 
dedicated to his grandmother 
who always pushed forward no matter what 
the challenge. He left us with the thought to 

find our own inspiration and 
hold onto it. Lisa doubled 
the fine when it became 
clear that all KiwaniNews 
Sponsors were in the room. 
On that note, President 
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Pictures by Bob Praun 

her three-hundred “Aussie dol-
lars” to buy all her animals in ex-
change for a stuffed koala she 
names Joey. Joey becomes her 
ongoing travel companion. The 
zookeeper also offers her a job in 

the gift shop while she attends school. Her father, aka Ron 
Baker, and mother played by Cathy Keen, are amazed that 
they have a child as bright as Lisa. Her brother, played by 
Jose Sierra, is continually befuddled as to why Lisa gets all 
the attention.  
 

Onward to Lisa’s next adventure. 
Staying behind to attend school 
and work at the zoo, her family is 
off to work on an Israeli Kibbutz. 
Lisa’s “restful” visit to the Kib-

butz proves to be more hard work than rest when she is 
awakened at 4:00 a.m. by a crowing Marko Swan and two 
other “ladies” dressed like babushkas. Joining Marko in the 
feminine hilarity are Richard Dell and Bruce Hinckley. 
When Lisa is handed espresso she asks if they have thought 
of selling their delicious beans. The “oy veys” fly as the 
“ladies” help Lisa adjust to life on the Kibbutz. A sewing 
machine and a pile of fabric are given to Lisa with the expec-
tation to match all the pieces. The final result, a coat with 
inside pockets, eventually becomes a Calvin Klein design and 
the Israeli coffee beans are sold to Starbucks. Another seren-
dipitous moment in young Lisa’s journey.  
 

The next stop is the London 
School of Economics where Lisa 
eventually earns her Master’s De-
gree in Social Work and Lan-
guages. Closing in on graduation 
the School’s Counselor, played by 

Laurel Patric, is in a tizzy about lost diplomas. Seeing no 
challenge too great Lisa saves the day and the graduation by 
engaging the Chelsea Garden Club to produce the new diplo-
mas. The Club thanks Lisa with a first class ticket to Los 
Angeles. Lisa inches her way to Glendale with no job and 
with Joey in hand. But we know all will be well. Or will it? 
 

After a rigorous interview with the 
Glendale Community College 
President Harry Hull the Ham-
mer, Lisa is given the job as Exec-
utive Director of the Glendale 
College Foundation. With little 

training she must figure out a way to meet a multi-million 
dollar fundraising challenge. Oy vey, what will she do? 
 
On graduation day school officials cannot figure out why 
there is so much traffic coming into Glendale. Who could be 

selling fake diplomas and parking 
tickets beyond capacity? As all 
hell breaks loose around Los An-
geles and worst of all the Elks 
Club bar closes, college officials 
played by Harry Hull, Patricia 
Larrigan, Mike Sholer, Cathy Keen, and Jose Sierra con-
clude that there is only one person who can be the culprit: 
Lisa trying to meet her fundraising goal. But hold on! It 
could be the Rabbit Wranglers, aka Andy Roth, Page 
Whyte and Pat Liddell, at the call center in Wyoming who 
are not only selling diplomas and car passes, but also price-
less works of art by Van Go Go and Pick Also. However, all 
fingers continue to point at Lisa and a plea bargain is ar-
ranged for fourteen years of 
community service as a 
member of the Kiwanis 
Club including stints as Di-
rector, Vice President, and 
the 102nd and 9th female 
president.  
 
As it turns out Lisa is not guilty. The Video Studio Director, 
aka Mike Sholer, announces it is artificial intelligence at the 
heart of the scheme. The good news is that if Lisa hadn’t 
met Harry the Hammer she would never have never met her 
many Kiwanian friends. The bad news is all her friends have 
now declared her DEMOTED! 

The day ends with the traditional musical tribute to the tune 
of Over the Rainbow with lyrics by Mike Sholer. Almost Past 
President Lisa Brooks proclaims Joseph Rodriguez as her 
real life Joey and humiliation at all the research that was done 
to uncover her life’s story. Who was able to dig up all those 
details? A mystery yet to be solved.  
 
Bravo to the Past President Players and others who support-
ed Lisa Land!: Production Assistants Susie Dell and Patricia 
Larrigan; Musical Director Rebecca Kupperman who tick-
led the ivories with international musical interludes between 
acts; Videographers Albert Hernandez and Lou Peters; 
and Prop Master Marko Swan. 
 
With the end of Lisa’s reign as president, incoming Presi-
dent Irma Villegas and her new team will be installed on 
Thursday, September 28, at the Oakmont Country Club. 
   Hail Kiwanis! 
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KIWANIS KALENDAR 
September 28, 2023—Installation of President Irma Villegas, Oakmont Country Club, 6pm 

October 2, 2023—Installation of Lt. Gov. Monica Sierra, Elks Lodge, 6pm 
October 15, 2023—Wine and Toffee Tasting, Robin Goldsworthy’s, 4pm 

 

Sponsors are randomly selected by the Publisher each week from the Kiwanis membership. If all five posted 
sponsors are present at the meeting on the date of the newsletter, the President pays a $20 fine. If no posted sponsors 
attend the meeting, each member in attendance pays a $1 fine (members only, no guests). The collected funds go into 
our Foundation account which is used for philanthropic purposes.  
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Ready To Enjoy The Show! 



                 Advertising and Messages 

OBJECTIVES OF KIWANIS 

 To give primacy to the human and spiritual rather than to the material values of life. 

 To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in all human relationships. 

 To promote the adoption and the application of higher social, business, and professional standards. 

 To develop, by precept and example, a more intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship.  

 To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical means to form enduring friendships, to render altruistic service, and to build better communities. 

 To cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound public opinion and high idealism which make possible the increase                                                                      
of righteousness, justice, patriotism and good will. 
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