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introduce interclub attendees as members of the Ki-
wanis Club of the Verdugos ­– Lou & Miryam 
Finkelberg, Rosa, Jack Bilheimer and his lovely 
wife Lexie – were in attendance in addition to other 
guests. Among those introduced was speaker Betty 
Porto (introduced by President Irma). 
   Laurel Patric had cataract surgery so Cathy Keen 
took on the duties of presenting the Goodwill Report. 
Sadly, she reported that longtime member Cord 
Nuoffer passed away after being diagnosed with can-
cer. Cathy sent a card on behalf of the Kiwanis. 
   Cathy then took the mic to make a plea for report-
ers, photographers and publisher. Help is needed; 
hopefully anyone interested will step up. 
   A new website has been set up and business cards 
are needed for those who do not have a card on file. 
   President Irma then reiterated our goals for 2024: 
bringing in 20 new members (five already signed up), 
establish a builders club, establish a Circle K, embrace 
service opportunities and enjoy fellowship. We seem 
to be well on our way! 
   Amy Navarrete ac-
cepted a check for 
$1,000 for Ballet Folk-
lorico Mexico Azteca. 
The money is ear-
marked to subsidize a 
trip for students where 
they will learn new dances. Amy took the mic and in 
addition to thanking the Club for the donation, ex-
plained that she wore her regalia in reverence to guest 
speaker (and her friend) Betty Porto.. 
   Reminder that the next K-Biz meeting is on April 
24; the recent one was well-attended and had every-
one share where they had their first job. 
   Kiwanis had a booth at a recent event at the Gar-
field Campus of Glendale Community College. 
   Kiwanis is a sponsor of a mosaic being unveiled on 
April 5 at Fremont Elementary School. Club mem-
bers are invited to the unveiling. 
   As Chief Of The Duck Splash, Carl Povilaitis 

 

April 5, 2024 
Program: Glendale Parks & 

Open Space Foundation 
 

F riday’s meeting was truly a 
meeting of old friends. 

Lou and Miryam Finkelberg 
were on-scene as was Jack 
Bilheimer and his lovely wife 
Lexie. What a pleasure to see 
Amy Navarrete looking beau-
tiful in her colorful outfit and 
headgear. And how nice to hear 
the piano keys being plucked 
with the expertise of Rebecca 
Kupperman who was absent 
last week.  
   After singing our 

patriotic song (sans a baton-wielding 
leader) of “This Land Is My Land,” 
Nancy Niebrugge led the pledge. 
   Gabriella Waterman gave the inspi-
ration, which included words of wis-
dom from noteworthy individuals on 
the meaning of spring. 
   President Irma Villegas made sure 
to thank all of those who make each 
week’s meeting run so smoothly in-
cluding our greeters (which included 
Carl Povilaitis, Rene Karapedian, 
Liza Boubari and Marcelo Poisl), 
check-in diva Claudia Sysock, pho-
tographer Bob Praun, reporter of the day (moi) 
and John Saunders, publisher extraordinaire. 
   Amid the regular grumbling, Nzhde Avag-
Petrosyan had us on our feet for the stretch of the 
day.  
   The duties of introducing our guests fell to the 
lovely Liza. Things got busy when it was time to 
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April 12, 2024 

Program: Bleu World 
Speaker: Jessy Shelton 
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pitched the purchasing of ducks and reminded everyone that 
they’re on a duck team (thank you to Susie Dell who listed all 
the teams and their captains on a white board at the back of the 
meeting room). Carl reminded everyone that it’s time to sell, sell, 

sell!  
   Nzhde then explained the value of social media 
tags. Anything members attend relating to Kiwa-
nis should be tagged on their post so Nzhde can 
share. Not sure I understand how that all works, 
but Nzhde is a call away! 
   Good news; the Ascencia Gala on April 13 is 

sold out! 
   In other news, April 12 is Dodger Night for the Glendale Parks 
Foundation; tickets are available. The Glendale Sunrise Rotary is 
once again sponsoring Memorial Day – Friends of the Flag and 
the installation of hundreds of flags for the Memorial Day week-
end. Every flag purchased through the Kiwanis means the Club 

gets half of the proceeds; flags are $50 each. 
   Money, honey! $100 was up for grabs in the 50/50 
drawing. Betty Porto pulled the winning ticket and 
Jack Bilheimer collected on his $5 ticket. Congrat-
ulations, Jack! 
   So Fine: Lou paid for 1) missing meetings due to 
traveling; 2) in memory of his friend Cord; 3) cele-
brating Miryam being named Glendale Chamber of 
Commerce woman of the year. 

   Nzhde announced that he and Lucine are looking 
in the rearview mirror at the first trimester of Lu-
cine’s pregnancy and … they are having a son!  
   $100 paid by Alicia Cruz, Reliable Randy paid his 
weekly fine, Rick Barnes had some money to give 
in honor of his recent trips and Liza Bouba-
ri also gave a donation. 
   Welcome! Patricia Magoffin introduced 
new member Jeanett Resendez. 
   President Irma then introduced speaker 
Betty Porto who opened her presentation 
with a video of her life in the bakery: “Baking 
life’s memories.” She told of her family’s journey to leave Cuba 
due to revolutionaries taking over the country. They waited eight 
years to get out of Cuba and during that time her dad was in a 
labor camp. Her mom, who was a degreed woman and ran an 
office, turned to baking to subsidize the family’s income after the 
office was closed. Her family was designated as “an enemy of the 
state.” Money had little worth since there was nothing to buy; her 
mom had to barter to keep her family fed. Folks would stop by 
the house with the ingredients needed for her to bake goods. 
   Arriving in America, dad worked for Van de Kamp’s. Mom 
failed every interview she went on – in her own words because 
she wanted to start her own business. She ended up starting a 
bakery not far from the family home. 
   Betty shared that as a kid she and her two siblings wanted for 
nothing. Her parents worked hard and mom made sure that the 
American dream was passed on to her children. 
   All three children attended higher education but despite each 
having a degree, they fell in love with the bakery. Betty lauded 
her parents, their work ethic and their family ethics.  

   Betty did offer advice for those who want to start their own 
business: make sure people are in the right time of their lives to 
dedicate their time and attention to a business. She also said to rely 
on others and how they can help in that journey. 
   Outlining the many delicious offerings of Porto’s, Betty was 
asked what was her favorite. The answer? Anything with custard. 
   There are six Porto’s stores, each with about 400 people. She 
outlined the philosophy in getting and keeping their employees 
and the strong philanthropy outreach that Porto’s does: “Your 
responsibility is to give back.” 
   Her fascinating presentation ended with a hug from President  
Irma 
   Next week we’re dark, but we return on April 5 to hear from 
Glendale Parks & Open Spaces. 
 
   Hail, Kiwanis! 

Photos by Bob Praun 
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KIWANIS KALENDAR (See flyers below) 
January through March—Glendale Kiwanis Membership Drive 

March 29—DARK  
April 24—K-Biz, Grille By Toasted Bun, 8:00am 

May 4—Kiwanis Incredible Duck Splash, Verdugo Park, Glendale 
 

Sponsors are randomly selected by the Publisher each week from the Kiwanis membership. If all five posted 
sponsors are present at the meeting on the date of the newsletter, the President pays a $20 fine. If no posted sponsors 
attend the meeting, each member in attendance pays a $1 fine (members only, no guests). The collected funds go into 
our Club account to offset Administrative expenses.   
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Pre-Meeting Socialization Is 
 A Major Part Of Our Meetings 



 

Born on St. Patrick’s Day 

to the delight of all who know her! 

Happy Birthday Pam!  

Ian 

Happy March Birthday  
                   To my First Bride! 
(56 years so far!) 

I love you Pam, 
             Pat  
 
 

 Dear Craig,   

Wishing you the happiest of 

birthdays and a wonderful 

year up ahead!     ~Anita 

OBJECTIVES OF KIWANIS 

 To give primacy to the human and spiritual rather than to the material values of life. 

 To encourage the daily living of the Golden Rule in all human relationships. 

 To promote the adoption and the application of higher social, business, and professional standards. 

 To develop, by precept and example, a more intelligent, aggressive, and serviceable citizenship.  

 To provide, through Kiwanis clubs, a practical means to form enduring friendships, to render altruistic service, and to build better communities. 

 To cooperate in creating and maintaining that sound public opinion and high idealism which make possible the increase                                                                      
of righteousness, justice, patriotism and good will. 
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